34                  AN ADVENTURE IN RECONSTRUCTION

circumstances of my life, then I shall be all the better
able to attend to all the major circumstances.

LIVE CAREFULLY

It is, therefore, incumbent upon me, so far as my
room is concerned, to see as best I can that there is
not a book which is crooked, a pencil which is out of
place.  If there be any apparent confusion, it must
have a meaning, it must be a constructive, not a
destructive confusion.  I must see that each picture
is straight on the wall.  I must see that everything
is saying what it has to say where it is.  I must see
that nothing is out of place, so that it cannot say what
it should, because it is in the wrong place.  Where is
the pencil, the pen, the paper ?  Are they where
they ought to be, or are they muddled and unable to
speak their honest and one-pointed words ? I must try
to fulfil this very necessary exaltation of the apparently,
but not really, trivial. So whenever I go into my
room I take a quick and penetrating look around to
see that everything has its due opportunity where it is
to speak its word of power.

I know how immensely helpful is that careful living.
But, of course, these days tend to carelessness, to
slurring over the foundations upon which all effective
and enduring superstructures must be laid.

Whenever I go into a meeting, I say to myself: Do
be careful to say what ought to be said, to do what